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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

1. Plague Outbreak Report: Health Protocols and Zoonotic Disease
Surveillance

Key Highlights & Summary

« Incident Overview: The death of a laboratory worker at the Irkutsk Anti-Plague Research
Institute in Siberia triggered quarantine measures for around 200 individuals under medical
observation.

« Official Findings: Russian health authorities classified the cause of death as pneumonia of
unknown etiology, stating that nearly 5,000 lab tests returned negative for plague among
contacts.

« Disease Dynamics: The incident raised concerns regarding pneumonic plague, an
airborne bacterial infection capable of direct human-to-human transmission through
respiratory droplets.

« International Response: Neighboring Central Asian nations enhanced border precautions,
while global health agencies likeithe WHO and ECDC evaluated the risk as low to
moderate.

« Containment Status: Authorities reported no evidence of secondary transmission or a
wider epidemic, subsequently releasing approximately 90% of quarantined individuals.

Essential Definitions

« Plague: A serious bacterial infection caused by Yersinia pestis, naturally circulating among
rodents, small mammals, and their fleas.

« Bubonic Plague: The most common form of plague, characterized by painful, swollen
lymph nodes (buboes) following flea bites or contact with infected animals.
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o Septicemic Plague: A life-threatening condition occurring
when the plague bacteria multiply directly within the
bloodstream.

i left untrosted. If disgnosed early, plague can be
supportive care.

« Pneumonic Plague: The most severe form of plague, 'f-j;;_-kf-- S e
infecting the lungs and spreading directly between humans | - '
via coughs or sneezes.

o Etiology: The study of the causes or origins of a disease or
medical condition.

Middle ages »»»»

Legal and Constitutional Framework T o i

Modern era »»»»

o Article 21 (Constitution of India): Guarantees the s ol ot
fundamental Right to Life and Personal Liberty, which
includes the right to public health, medical care, and

protection against infectious disease outbreaks.

G5y o

% World Health
b 4 Organization

« Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897: Empowers central and state governments in India to take
special measures, implement quarantines, and issue regulations to prevent the spread of
dangerous epidemic diseases.

« Disaster Management Act, 2005: Classifies major biological emergencies and severe
disease outbreaks under disaster management frameworks for coordinated national
response.

« International Health Regulations (IHR, 2005): A legally binding WHO framework requiring
member states to detect, assess, and report public health emergencies of international
concern (PHEIC).

Conclusion

While the Siberian incident triggered immediate biosecurity protocols, rapid laboratory diagnostics
and public health measures successfully rule out a wider outbreak. Strengthening laboratory
safety protocols, transparent.international health reporting, and robust zoonotic surveillance
remain critical components to prevent potential biological threats and re-emerging infectious
diseases worldwide.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper Il: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services
relating to Health; Government policies and interventions.

e GS Paper lll: Science and Technology—developments and their applications;
Biotechnology; Zoonotic diseases and public health emergency response mechanisms;
Disaster Management (Biological Disasters).

2. Global Innovation Index 2026: India’s Innovation Performance Among
Emerging Economies

Key Highlights & Summary

e Global Ranking: India ranks third among emerging market economies in the Global
Innovation Index 2026, scoring 40.1 out of 100, trailing China (57) and Malaysia (41.8).
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Indicator Performance: India performed well in 13 out of 24 innovation indicators,
demonstrating strong standing across key operational domains.

Core Strengths: India shows high ratings in Intellectual Property, Startup and Finance
Ecosystem, as well as Production and Exports.

Key Vulnerabilities: The country performed poorly in two critical indicators: science and
tech articles and the number of researchers.

Index Methodology: The Global Innovation Index score is calculated as the simple
average of Innovation Input and Output sub-indices, carrying equal weight and normalized
on a 0-100 scale.

Regional Peer Comparison: India leads several other emerging economies, including
Vietnam (37.7), Thailand (37.6), Turkiye (37.5), Brazil (33.5), and Russia (31.8).

Essential Definitions [ it | DATA BITES

Globall Innl?vatiorgl!n:eé(éG:Ig: A\\/r\; | HOW INDIA FARES IN
annual ranking published by the World - |\INQVATION AMONG EMs

Intellectual Property Organization

. . . India ranks third ameng emerging economies in the Global Innovaticn Index
(WI PO) measuring the innovation 2026, behind Chinz and Malaysia. India performed well on 13 of 24 innovation
Capacity and performance of g lobal indicators and poorly on twa (science and tech articles, researchers).

economies. S';or'e‘eofG ?n;eu;gling maljkets rl;{urberr“c;zj g:ategorlies ratfed
int obal Innovation igher, um or iower for
. . Index (Out of 100) India’s innovation performance
Innovation Input Sub-lndex. Captures n S
elements of the national economy that e ;
. . . ey RS
enable innovative activities, such as s
institutions, human capital, Vitram B B
infrastructure, and market “T’f":,”"
. . . ur !)E
sophistication. Phifppines
Brazil = = m o
Innovation Output Sub-Index: Reflects  unees MR e
the actual results of innovative activities Russia bl odpeon

development and exports

W|th | n th e econo my, Categ (0] rlzed un d er Gil score is the simple average of the Innovation Input and Output sub-indices,

each carrying equal weight: scores are nomalized to a 0-100 scale.
knowledge and technology outputs and
creative outputs.

Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD): The total expenditure (financial and human
resources) devoted to research and development within a country during a given period.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Article 51A(h) (Constitution of India): Enshrines the Fundamental Duty of every citizen to
develop the scientific temper, humanism, and the spirit of inquiry and reform.

Seventh Schedule (Union List - Entry 63 & 64): Empowers the Central Government to
legislate on institutions of national importance, scientific or technical education, and
research institutions.

National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy, 2016: Provides an overarching
institutional framework to foster innovation, streamline patent administration, and protect IP
assets in India.
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« Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) Act, 2023: Establishes apex body
governance to seed, grow, and promote R&D and foster a culture of research across India's
universities and colleges.

Conclusion

India’s strong showing in startup financing, intellectual property, and production outputs underlines
its emerging status as a global innovation powerhouse. However, addressing structural gaps in
basic scientific research, increasing public expenditure on R&D, and expanding the researcher
pool are essential steps for India to bridge the gap with top-performing emerging markets like
China.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper ll: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors;
Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to
Education and Human Resources.

e GS Paper lll: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources,
growth, and development; Science and Technology—developments and their applications;
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) issues.

3. GST Procedural Overhaul: Arrest Powers Curbed and Refund Mechanisms
Streamlined

Key Highlights & Summary

e Major Procedural Reform: The GST Council, chaired by Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, cleared significant procedural overhauls since 2017 to boost private
investment and ease business liquidity.

e Curbing Arrest Powers: The Council decided to remove discretionary arrest powers of tax
officers for suspected evasion, shifting focus to system-based risk rules to reduce
harassment.

« Expedited Refund Process: Refund claim acknowledgment timelines are reduced to 10
days (from 15 days), failing which claims will be deemed acknowledged.

o Automated Exporter Relief: For exporters and inverted-duty cases—accounting for two-
thirds of claims—90% of refund amounts will be released automatically within 3 days after a
risk check.

« . Expanded ITC & Scope: Input Tax Credit (ITC) eligibility is expanded to cover services
(factory rent, logistics) under inverted duty structures, capital goods (plant/machinery
spread over 5 years), and employee health/life insurance.

« Honest Buyer Protection: A committee of officers will study mechanisms to allow ITC for
honest buyers even when suppliers default, balancing business protection with safeguards
against misuse.

Essential Definitions
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e GST Council: A constitutional body under Article 279A empowered to make
recommendations to the Centre and States on key issues related to Goods and Services
Tax.

Good and simple Q@ i
The 57th meeting of the GST council decided to enhance 99% of issues in

e Inverted Duty Structure: A

situation where the tax rate on simplification, improve certainty in tax treatment, GST relating to rates and
inpUtS or raw materials Used in and ease the compliance burden on small businesses processes have now been
. . KEY DECISIONS ® Automated addressed... The door is not

prOd uction is h |gher than the tax m Tax officers’ power to ;ﬁ:_’;g::z;‘;d“ced closed to further reforms,

fni arrest scrapped ot i and those will be taken up

d tt dit
rate _O n th e fini S h ed 0 Utp ut Y rOd U Ct’ M Prosecution limit increased :?;Eesl:eiu = as needed, but the bulk of
leading to accumulated tax credits. o U5 crore tumover [SroRRrRs— e are now done
M Export of services brought below ¥10,000, pending NIRMALA
. into i redi i b lled
N Input Tax Credlt (ITC) The taX into input tax credit system notices to be cancelle .

The committee has also decided to New measures likely Union Finance

paid by a business on its purchases  seerops banensl | | ominnen
or inputs that can be reduced from
its tax liability when making sales on outputs.

« Decriminalization in Tax Law: The legislative process of reducing oreliminating criminal
penalties (such as arrest and imprisonment) for minor or non-fraudulent tax compliance
defaults.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Article 279A (Constitution of India): Mandates the creation of the GST Council as a joint
forum of the Centre and States for constitutional decision-making on indirect taxation.

« Central Goods and Services Tax (CGST) Act, 2017: Primary federal legislation governing
GST levies, refund mechanisms under Section 54, and enforcement/arrest provisions under
Section 69.

« Atrticle 19(1)(g) (Constitution of India): Guarantees the fundamental right to practice any
profession or carry on any occupation, trade, or business, supported by rationalized
compliance mechanisms.

« Atrticle 21 (Constitution-of India): Protects personal liberty against arbitrary executive
actions, reinforcing the need to'curb discretionary arrest powers of tax officials.

Conclusion

The GST Council's.procedural overhauls mark a decisive shift from enforcement-led administration
toward trust-based tax governance. By curtailing arbitrary arrest powers and speeding up working
capital refunds, these.reforms enhance the ease of doing business, protect honest taxpayers, and
stimulate private capital expenditure amidst global economic uncertainty.

UPSC Relevance

o -GS Paper lI: Statutory, regulatory, and various quasi-judicial bodies (GST Council);
Constitutional provisions relating to taxation and administrative reforms.

e GS Paper lll: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources,
growth, development, and employment; Indirect tax reforms and Ease of Doing Business
(EoDB).

4. Retail Inflation Dynamics: September 2026 Surge and Monetary Policy
Response
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Key Highlights & Summary

Surge in Headline Inflation: India's Consumer Price Index (CPI) retail inflation projected to
hit a 23-month high of 5.6% in September 2026, up from 4.8% in August.

Monetary Policy Adjustment: Persistent inflationary pressures prompted the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to increase the repo rate by 25 basis points to 5.5% while signaling
further hikes.

Driver Analysis: The acceleration is driven primarily by escalating food prices, energy price
spillovers, and an unfavorable statistical base effect.

Broad-Based Food Inflation: Accounting for nearly 35% of the CPI basket, food inflation
pressure extended beyond volatile vegetables like onions to include cereals, pulses, edible
oils, sugar, and protein-rich items.

Target Deviation: September 2026 marks the fourth consecutive month where headline
inflation remained above the RBI's medium-term target of 4% while staying within the 6%
upper tolerance limit.

Base Effect Dynamics: A statistical base effect
contributed to the uptick, as the CPI food index had ;ﬂm
declined by 0.4% during the same month in the

previous year. India’s inflation rate at

eight-month high

Essential Definitions under new CPI series.

Consumer Price Index (CPI): A measure that tracks
changes in the price level of a weighted basket of
consumer goods and services purchased by
households.

CPI Inflation Rate (%)

Repo Rate: The interest rate at which the Reserve
Bank of India lends short-term funds to commercial
banks against government securities to regulate
liquidity and inflation.

Base Effect: The impact of the price level in the
corresponding period.of the previous year on the calculation of the current rate of inflation.

Core Inflation: A measure of inflation that excludes volatile food and energy components to
reflect the underlying long-term trend in the price level.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 1934: Sections 45ZB to 45Z0 provide the statutory
basis for the Monetary Policy Framework and the constitution of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC).

Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) Framework: Mandates the RBI to maintain consumer
price inflation at 4% with an upper tolerance limit of 6% and a lower tolerance limit of 2%.

Article 246 (Seventh Schedule - Union List, Entry 38): Authorizes the Parliament of India
to legislate on matters related to Reserve Bank, banking, currency, and financial regulation.
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o Essential Commodities Act, 1955: Empowers the central and state governments to
regulate the production, supply, and distribution of essential items like food grains, pulses,
and edible oils to curb hoarding and price spikes.

Conclusion

The projected surge in retail inflation to 5.6% underscores persistent supply-side vulnerabilities in
essential food commodities and energy inputs. The RBI’s proactive tightening of policy interest
rates reflects a firm commitment to anchor inflationary expectations and align CPI growth with the
4% medium-term target without derailing macroeconomic stability.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper lll: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilizationof resources,
growth, development, and employment; Inflation management, RBI, and Monetary Policy
framework.

e GS Paper ll: Government policies and interventions for development in-various sectors;
Statutory and regulatory bodies (RBI and MPC governance).

5. Global Climate Governance: India Pushes Climate Finance at Pre-COP31

Key Highlights & Summary

« India's Core Demand: At the Pre-COP31‘meeting in Fiji, India asserted that higher global
climate ambition must be matched by enhanced support for developing nations.

o Pillars of Support: India emphasized three non-negotiable components for developing
economies: accessible climate finance, technology transfer, and capacity building.

e Plenary Focus: The interventions were made during a crucial plenary session centered on
building political consensus and defining outcomes for upcoming global climate
negotiations.

« Equity and Justice: India highlighted that climate mitigation targets cannot be viewed in
isolation from Common But Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities
(CBDR-RC):.

e Global South Leadership: The position
reinforces India’s role as a leading voice for
the Global South, advocating for predictable
and grant-based climate funding.

o Host Venue: The Pre-COP31 preparatory
deliberations were hosted in Fiji, underlining

the high vulnerability of Small Island ] : xR S
Developing States (SIDS) to climate impacts. Climate Finance Politics: India’s Strategic

Push Ahead of COP30
EER = s '

Essential Definitions L

« Climate Finance: Local, national, or transnational financing drawn from public, private, and
alternative sources to support climate change mitigation and adaptation actions.

e Pre-COP: A preparatory ministerial meeting held prior to the annual UN Climate Change
Conference (COP) to build political momentum and consensus on critical issues.
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« CBDR-RC (Common But Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities):
A foundational principle of international environmental law acknowledging that while all
nations share responsibility for climate action, developed countries bear a higher historical
burden and financial obligation.

« Technology Transfer: The movement of climate-friendly technology, technical know-how,
and innovation from developed to developing countries to support low-carbon transitions.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

« Article 48A (Constitution of India): Directs the State to protect and improve the
environment and safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country.

« Article 51(c) (Constitution of India): Fosters respect for international law.and treaty
obligations in the dealings of organized peoples with one another.

« UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC): Legally obligates developed
country parties to provide financial resources and technology transfer to. developing country
parties.

o Paris Agreement (2015): International treaty under UNFCCC.requiring member states to
submit Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) while establishing global finance
mechanisms like Article 9.

Conclusion

India’s strong stance at Pre-COP31 reaffirms that ambitious climate goals are unattainable without
adequate financial and technological backing for developing nations. Ensuring equity, financial
predictability, and climate justice remains central to sustaining global trust and delivering
actionable outcomes at COP31.

UPSC Relevance

« GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India's interests;jInternational treaties and conventions.

e GS Paper lll: Environment and Ecology—Conservation, environmental pollution and
degradation, environmental impact assessment; Climate Change negotiations and
Sustainable Development.

6. Global Climate Governance: India Pushes Climate Finance at Pre-COP31

Key Highlights & Summary

« India's Core Demand: At the Pre-COP31 meeting in Fiji, India asserted that higher global
climate ambition must be matched by enhanced support for developing nations.

« Pillars of Support: India emphasized three non-negotiable components for developing
economies: accessible climate finance, technology transfer, and capacity building.

o Plenary Focus: The interventions were made during a crucial plenary session centered on
building political consensus and defining outcomes for upcoming global climate
negotiations.
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o Equity and Justice: India highlighted that climate mitigation targets cannot be viewed in
isolation from Common But Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities
(CBDR-RC).

« Global South Leadership: The position reinforces India’s role as a leading voice for the
Global South, advocating for predictable and grant-based climate funding.

o Host Venue: The Pre-COP31 preparatory deliberations were hosted in Fiji, underlining the
high vulnerability of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to climate impacts.

Essential Definitions

« Climate Finance: Local, national, or transnational financing drawn from public, private, and
alternative sources to support climate change mitigation and adaptation actions.

e Pre-COP: A preparatory ministerial meeting held prior to the annual UN'Climate Change
Conference (COP) to build political momentum and consensus on critical issues.

« CBDR-RC (Common But Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities):
A foundational principle of international environmental law acknowledging that while all
nations share responsibility for climate action, developed countries:bear a higher historical
burden and financial obligation.

o Technology Transfer: The movement of climate-friendly technology, technical know-how,
and innovation from developed to developing countries to support low-carbon transitions.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Article 48A (Constitution of India): Directs the State to protect and improve the
environment and safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country.

« Article 51(c) (Constitution of India): Fosters respect for international law and treaty
obligations in the dealings of organized peoples with one another.

« UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC): Legally obligates developed
country parties to provide financial resources and technology transfer to developing country
parties.

« Paris Agreement (2015): International treaty under UNFCCC requiring member states to
submit Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) while establishing global finance
mechanisms like Article 9.

Conclusion

India’s strong stance at Pre-COP31 reaffirms that ambitious climate goals are unattainable without
adequate financial and technological backing for developing nations. Ensuring equity, financial
predictability, and climate justice remains central to sustaining global trust and delivering
actionable outcomes at COP31.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India's interests; International treaties and conventions.

e GS Paper lll: Environment and Ecology—Conservation, environmental pollution and
degradation, environmental impact assessment; Climate Change negotiations and
Sustainable Development.
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7. Special Intensive Revision of Electoral Rolls: Methodology, Concerns, and
Constitutional Framework

Key Highlights & Summary

o Scale of Deletions: The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) initiated under Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar led to 13.37 crore draft deletions across 30 States and UTs,
with deletion rates rising from 8.3% in Phase 1 to 17% in Phase 3.

« Methodological Inversion: The SIR shifted enumeration burden onto voters to.prove
eligibility or linkage to two-decade-old rolls, departing from standard door-to-door:
verification procedures.

« Logical Discrepancies: Software-based flagging of minor data mismatches (e.g., spelling
differences, parent-child age gaps outside 15-45 years) led to millions of flagged records
and widespread voter exclusions.

« Impact on Vulnerable Groups: In Bihar, female voter deletions outpaced male deletions,
dropping the gender ratio in rolls to 892; in West Bengal, ad hoc adjudications
disproportionately impacted minority communities.

&
o Centralization via ERONet: Heavy reliance on'the ERONet ALO,-g!tRanding ‘3
database centralized roll modifications, frequently overriding Electoral Proceey A,

A Timeline of Intensive Revision of
Electoral Rolls in India

statutory Electoral Registration Officers at'the local level.

o Judicial & Internal Perspective: Internal dissents were
recorded by Election Commissioners, while Supreme Court
rulings upholding the SIR have drawn scrutiny regarding
compliance with legal precedents.

Esse ntl a I Defl n Itl O n s Accurate and updated electoral rolls are
/| essential to ensure every eligible vote counts.

« Special Intensive Revision (SIR): An extraordinary electoral % o ~
roll revision mechanism conducted de novo without sole coury
reliance on previous rolls, typically reserved for specific
constituencies.

o Electoral Roll: The official, legally recognized list of citizens eligible to vote in a specific
parliamentary or assembly constituency.

« ERONet (Electoral Roll Officers Network): A centralized web-based platform used by the
ECI to manage electoral roll processing, voter registration, and database maintenance.

« Logical Discrepancies: Algorithmic flags triggered within voter databases due to irregular
parameters, such as abnormal age gaps, duplicate entries, or high voter-to-household
ratios.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

« Atrticle 324 (Constitution of India): Vests the superintendence, direction, and control of
the preparation of electoral rolls and the conduct of elections in the Election Commission of
India.
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« Article 326 (Constitution of India): Guarantees universal adult franchise, establishing that
every citizen not less than 18 years of age is entitled to be registered as a voter unless
disqualified by law.

« Representation of the People Act, 1950: Section 21 governs the preparation and revision
of electoral rolls, with Section 21(3) providing special revision powers for specific
constituencies.

o Registration of Electors Rules, 1960: Lays down procedures for the inclusion, deletion,
and verification of names, including Form 6 applications and statutory appeal mechanisms.

Conclusion

The execution of the Special Intensive Revision highlights critical challenges in balancing electoral
roll accuracy with universal voter inclusion. Safeguarding democratic credentials requires
adherence to established statutory procedures, transparent algorithmic checks, and robust door-
to-door verification to prevent arbitrary disenfranchisement.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper lI: Structure, organization, and functioning of the Executive and Judiciary;
Electoral reforms, statutory/quasi-judicial bodies (Election Commission of India);
Constitutional provisions relating to elections and voting rights.

8. Anti-Untouchability Laws and Social Reforms: Limitations of Carceral
Regimes and the Road to Social Amity

Key Highlights & Summary

« Persistent Social Pathology: Recent incidents involving "purification" rituals underline how
the purity-pollution paradigm and untouchability practices persist despite constitutional
bans.

« Limits of Legal Mandates: While modern statutory frameworks have curbed overt,
traditional forms‘of caste atrocities, law alone remains insufficient without an evolving social
conscience.

« Rise of Reactionary Atrocities: Increased Dalit social mobility under constitutional
protections has triggered new, reactionary forms of caste hostility and resentment from
dominant social groups.

« Judicial and Adjudicative Constraints: Criminal law relies on a high threshold of proof
("beyond reasonable doubt") and is interpreted by social actors, often diminishing its
deterrent impact.

« Need for Civil Remedies: Experts advocate
expanding beyond punitive carceral measures Abolition of
toward civil law remedies, localized dispute UNTOUCHABILITY
mechanisms, and structural civil rights
frameworks.

e Rebuilding Public Commons: Eradicating Veli o4f
deep-seated caste notions requires proactive =
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social interventions, inclusive urban planning, non-segregated public infrastructure, and
updated educational curricula.

Essential Definitions

« Untouchability: A historical social practice of discriminating against and ostracizing specific
caste groups based on notions of ritual purity and pollution.

o Carceral Feminism/Jurisprudence: An approach relying primarily on severe criminal
penalization and imprisonment to address complex social, gender, or structural crimes.

« Purity-Pollution Paradigm: The hierarchical social framework that categorizes individuals
and physical spaces as clean or contaminated based on hereditary caste identity.

o Legal Consciousness: The way individuals and communities perceive, experience, and
interact with formal legal structures in their everyday lives.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Article 17 (Constitution of India): Abolishes "Untouchability" in any form, making its
practice an offense punishable in accordance with law.

« Article 15 (Constitution of India): Prohibits state discrimination on grounds of religion,
race, caste, sex, or place of birth, and guarantees equal access to public places.

« Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955: Enacted.under Article 35 of the Constitution to
prescribe penalties for practicing untouchability and enforcing social disabilities.

e Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989:
Comprehensive statutory measure designed to prevent crimes against SC/ST members
and establish Special Courts for trial.

Conclusion

Relying solely on punitive criminal statutes'cannot eliminate caste-based discrimination, as deep-
rooted social notions persist beyond the formal reach of law. Combating untouchability requires
supplementing formal legal-protections with civil remedies, community-level dispute resolution,
and systemic reforms in urban planning and public education.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper I: Indian‘Society—Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India; Social
empowerment;.communalism, regionalism, and secularism; Role of women and social
movements.

o GS Paper lI: Constitution of India—fundamental rights and constitutional mechanisms;
Government policies and interventions for the development of vulnerable sections;
Statutory and regulatory bodies dealing with human rights.

9. Stubble Burning Dynamics: Legal, Economic, and Policy Challenges in
North India

Key Highlights & Summary

e Root Causes: Stubble burning in Punjab and Haryana is driven by the post-2009 shift in

paddy harvesting timelines, leaving a narrow 10 to 15 day window before wheat sowing.
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Policy Unintended Consequences: The Punjab Preservation of Sub-Soil Water Act, 2009
delayed paddy transplantation to conserve groundwater, unintentionally forcing late
harvests that coincide with winter smog conditions.

Economic Distortion: High state procurement rates for paddy (87% in Punjab, 74% in
Haryana) and free agricultural power disincentivize farmers from diversifying into alternate
crops.

Residue Management Hurdles: In-situ mechanisms (Happy Seeders/Super Seeders) and
ex-situ bio-energy solutions face low adoption due to high capital costs and hiring expenses
for heavy machinery.

State Interventions: Punjab relies heavily on in-situ machinery, whereas Haryana employs
direct financial incentives (Rs 1,000 to Rs 7,000 per acre) for crop residue management
and crop diversification.

Measurement Discrepancies: Standard polar satellite monitoring (MODIS/VIIRS)
underestimates evening fires, whereas geostationary satellite data indicates a more gradual
30% reduction in burned land area.

Essential Definitions

Stubble Burning: The deliberate setting on fire of
leftover crop straw/residue after harvesting grains
like paddy to quickly clear fields for the next
cropping cycle.

In-Situ Crop Residue Management: On-farm

. . ) . d NEWS
agricultural practices that incorporate crop residue ’,EE.

back into the soil using specialized machinery like Happy Seeders, Super Seeders, and
Rotavators.

Ex-Situ Crop Residue Management: The collection and removal of crop residue from
fields for utilization in off-site commercial activities, such as bio-ethanol production,
compressed biogas (CBG), or power generation.

POLAR vs. Geostationary Satellites: Polar satellites orbit north-to-south observing fixed
locations at specific times daily, whereas geostationary satellites orbit at the same speed as
Earth's rotation, providing continuous real-time monitoring.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

Article 21 (Constitution of India): Protects the fundamental right to clean air and a healthy
environment as an integral aspect of the Right to Life.

Article 48A (Constitution of India): Mandates the State to protect and improve the
environment and safeguard forests and wildlife.

Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) Act, 2021: Establishes a statutory
commission for consolidated air quality management, monitoring, and enforcement across
the National Capital Region and adjoining areas.

Punjab Preservation of Sub-Soil Water Act, 2009: Prohibits early paddy nursery sowing
and transplantation before specified June dates to protect groundwater resources.

Conclusion
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Solving stubble burning requires moving beyond punitive approaches toward structural agricultural
reforms. A sustainable resolution demands aligning environmental legislation with long-term crop
diversification incentives, expanding financial support for residue management, and deploying dual
polar-geostationary satellite monitoring systems.

UPSC Relevance

GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors;
Statutory and regulatory bodies (CAQM, CPCB).

GS Paper llI: Environmental pollution and degradation (Air Pollution, Stubble Burning);
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies, MSP, and crop diversification; \Water
resource management.

10. Government Notifies Central Armed Police Forces (General
Administration) Act, 2026 Amid Judicial Challenge

Key Highlights & Summary

Statutory Notification: The Ministry of Home Affairs notified the Central Armed Police
Forces (General Administration) Act, 2026, bringing it into force from October 8, 2026,
nearly five months after its enactment by Parliament.

Pending Judicial Challenge: The law has been brought into force despite its constitutional
validity being challenged before the Supreme Court by serving CAPF officers.

Core Grievance: Serving officers, including decorates like Shaurya Chakra awardee
Commandant Bibhor Kumar Singh, contend that the law adversely impacts cadre
management and deputation rules for Indian Police Service (IPS) officers in senior CAPF
positions.

Contempt Proceedings: The legislation has emerged as a central issue in contempt
petitions alleging non-implementation of the Supreme Court's May 23, 2025, judgment
regarding CAPF cadre progression.

Supreme Court Hearing: A Supreme Court Bench comprising Justices Manoj Misra and
Ujjal Bhuyan scheduled joint hearings for October 15, 2026, combining the contempt
petitions with .three writ petitions challenging the Act.

Mandate on IPS Deputation: The underlying judicial directives require the Union
government to progressively phase out or regulate IPS deputation to ensure career
progression for directly recruited CAPF officers.

Essential' Definitions

Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs): The uniform security forces under the authority of
the Ministry of Home Affairs, comprising bodies such as CRPF, BSF, CISF, ITBP, and SSB.

Cadre Management: The structured system of recruitment, promotion, deputation, and
career progression governing personnel within a specialized service framework.

Deputation: The temporary transfer of a civil servant or officer from their cadre or parent
organization (e.g., IPS) to another department or organization (e.g., CAPFs).
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o Organised Group 'A' Services (OGAS): A administrative status granted to cadre services
that ensures dedicated career progression, structured promotional avenues, and Non-
Functional Financial Upgradation (NFFU).

Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Article 33 (Constitution of India): Empowers Parliament to restrict or abrogate the
fundamental rights of members of the Armed Forces and forces charged with the
maintenance of public order to ensure proper discharge of duties and discipline.

o Atrticle 312 (Constitution of India): Governs All India Services (including the Indian Police
Service) and regulates their creation, control, and inter-service deputations.

« Atrticle 32 (Constitution of India): Guarantees the right to move the Supreme Court by
appropriate proceedings for the enforcement of rights and administrative justice.

o Contempt of Courts Act, 1971: Provides statutory powers to the judiciary to enforce
compliance with court judgments and punish willful disobedience of judicial orders## CAPF
(General Administration) Act, 2026: Cadre Management and Deputation Dispute

Key Highlights & Summary

o Statutory Notification: The Ministry of Home Affairs notified that the Central Armed Police
Forces (General Administration) Act, 2026, came into force on October 8, nearly five
months after its passage by Parliament.

« Constitutional Challenge: The notification occurs 'while the constitutional validity of the Act
is pending before a Supreme Court bench comprising Justices Manoj Misra and Ujjal
Bhuyan.

« Cadre Grievances: Serving CAPF officers have challenged the law, arguing it negatively
impacts cadre management, career progression, and IPS deputation to senior CAPF
leadership roles.

« Contempt Proceedings: The legislation has emerged as a central issue in contempt
proceedings filed against the Union government over non-compliance with a May 2025
Supreme Court judgment.

« Judicial Directives: The May 2025 ruling directed the Union government to progressively
phase out or restrict the deputation of IPS officers to top posts in the CAPFs to ensure
cadre officer promotional avenues.

« Joint Hearing Scheduled: The Supreme Court scheduled a combined hearing for October
15, 2026, to address both the contempt petitions and the writ petitions challenging the
CAPF Act.

Essential Definitions

« Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs): Refers to the seven security forces in India under
the administrative control of the Ministry of Home Affairs, including the BSF, CRPF, CISF,
ITBP, SSB, NSG, and Assam Rifles.

« Cadre Management: The systematic policies governing recruitment, training, promotion,
and career progression structure for cadre-allocated officers within organized services.

o |IPS Deputation: The administrative policy of detailing Indian Police Service officers to fill
top managerial and command-level posts within CAPF organizations.
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o Contempt of Court: A judicial remedy invoked when an individual or government authority
willfully disobeys or non-complies with a court order, judgment, or directive.

Legal and Constitutional Framework

o Article 312 (Constitution of India): Governs the creation and administration of All India
Services, including the Indian Police Service (IPS).

o Article 246 (Seventh Schedule - Union List, Entry 2): Vests exclusive legislative authority
in Parliament over naval, military, and air forces, alongside any other armed forces of the
Union.

« Atrticle 33 (Constitution of India): Authorizes Parliament to modify or restrict.the
fundamental rights of members of the Armed Forces and forces charged with the
maintenance of public order.

o Contempt of Courts Act, 1971: Grants statutory powers to the Supreme Court and High
Courts to punish instances of civil and criminal contempt under Article 129 and Article 215.

Conclusion

The notification of the CAPF (General Administration) Act, 2026, underscores persistent
administrative friction between cadre officers seeking promotional avenues and the central policy
of deputing IPS officers to top commands. Resolving this statutory and judicial standoff requires
balancing institutional operational leadership with equitable career progression for directly
recruited CAPF cadre officers.

UPSC Relevance

e GS Paper ll: Governance—Role of civil services in a democracy; Structure, organization,
and functioning of the Executive and Judiciary; Statutory bodies and administrative reforms.

e GS Paper lll: Internal Security—Linkages of organized crime with terrorism; Various
Security forces and agencies and their mandate; Internal security management and force
modernization.
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